
Parish Office 
Office Hours:            8:30 am—2:30 pm 

Office Phone:            731-885-0963 

Office Fax:            731-885-9960 

Parish Website           www.icuctn.org 

Pastor:             Rev. Joey Kaump 

Parish Secretary/Bookkeeper:        Nina Pierce 

Religious Education Director:          Teresa Vallee 

Office Assistant/IT:           Lillie Vallee 

Custodial:            Phillip Scott 

Youth Group Director:          Tom Pituch 

Music Director:           Sherri Fisher Hanna 

Pianist:             Gian Garma 

Missionary Discipleship:          Doug & Nancy Latimer 

To register for Formed.org:          icuctn.formed.org   

Bulletin Deadline:           Noon on Monday  

Holy Sacraments Offered 

Baptism: Arranged by appointment with the Parish 

Office. 

First Eucharist: Arrangements made with the  

Religious Education Director. 

Confirmation: Arrangements made with the  

Religious Education Director. 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 4:15pm—4:50pm 

Matrimony: Arrangements must be made six (6) 

months prior to the wedding date. Contact the  

Parish Office. 

Anointing of the Sick: Contact the Parish Office. 

Holy Orders: Contact the Parish Priest. 

Saturday, June 23: 5:00 pm: 

Erin Chappell, by: Larry & Karen Chappell 

Sunday, June 24: 8:00 am: 

†Repose of the Soul of Charlotte Toon,  

by: Carl Toon 

Sunday, June 24: 10:30 am: 

ToonMissa Pro Populo 

Monday, June 25: 8:00 am: 

No Daily Mass 

Wednesday, June 27:12:00 pm: 

No Daily Mass 

Thursday, June 28: 8:00 am: 

No Daily Mass 

Friday, June 29: 8:00 am: 

No Daily Mass 

                             June 17, 2018 

Regular Offertory:   $ 2,824.00 

Special Project:   $ 648.00 

Total:    $ 3,472.00 

Thank you for your support & generosity! 

Saturday, June 23: 

 Confessions Offered: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Sunday, June 24: 

 Last Weekend to sign-up for VBS! 

 2019 Confirmation Meeting for  

  Students and Parents 

Monday, June 25 to Friday, June 29: 

 No Daily Mass 

Saturday, June 30: 

 Confessions Offered: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Monday, July 2: 

 Catholic Charities Food Distribution  

 Voucher Sign-Up 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Wednesday, July 4: 

 Church Office Closed 

Saturday, July 7: 

 Confessions Offered: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Monday, July 9: 

 Catholic Charities Food Distribution  

 Voucher Sign-Up 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Saturday, July 14: 

 Confessions Offered: 4:15-4:45 pm 

Monday, July 16: 

 Catholic Charities Food Distribution  

 Voucher Sign-Up 9:00 am—2:00 pm 

Our Parishioners: 

Lupita Berner 

Dawn Black 

Joanne Coleman 

Mary Victoria Finch 

Ruth Ann Fowler 

Robert Garrigan 

Lawrence Harmon 

Gerald Harris 

Muriel  Hester 

Geraldine Hinson 

Bonnie Hurt 

Terry Johnson 

Pat Kasnow 

Willford Lancaster 

Andy Lucy 

Mary Mohs 

Brenda Piazza 

Nina Pierce 

Chuck Reedy 

Marian Spencer 

Mary Ann Westmoreland 

Family & Friends: 

Kathleen Amsden 

John Bacon, Jr. 

Tanner Chandler 

Dayna Cook 

Jessica Davanzo 

Brenda Davis 

Bethany Elliegood 

Wilda Foster 

Judy Guillory 

Alyson Harvey 

Joann Hintz 

Mayci Hogg 

Theresa Homacher 

Bettye Jenkins 

Carole Lattus 

Anna Oliver 

Josephine Piazza 

Fr. Robert Ponticello 

Vince Ray 

Rita Reedy 

Kim Roney 

Sue Shroads 

Elaine Smith 

Josh Terry 

Lauren Tucker 

Laura Harris Warner 

Avery Young 

Immaculate Conception Catholic Church 
1303 E. Reelfoot Ave. Union City, TN 38261 

Names on the prayer list for family and friends will be   

removed on monthly basis.  They will not be put back on until 

requested.   

Please notify church office to remove or add a person. 

June 30 & July 1 

Lector:  

5:00 pm: Terry Johnson 

8:00 am: Winnie Logan 

10:30 am: Austin Atwill 

Eucharistic Minister: 

5:00 pm: Karen Chappell , Mike Vallee, Maria Reedy 

8:00 am: Pamela Jenkins, Mindy Chappell, Cecilia 

Ayard 

10:30 am: Linda Lattus, Joanie BoucherBrenda Piazza  

Altar Servers: 

5:00 pm: Volutneer 

8:00 am: Isaac & Cecilia Ayard 

10:30 am: Eva Dwyer & Kobe Terrell 

Altar Linens for the month of June: 

Lupita Berner 

Thank you! 

Thank you to the volunteers who clean the altar  

linens each week! If anyone would like to volunteer 

their time to help this important part of our liturgy 

please contact the church office. 

Calendar of Events 

https://webaccess.cdom.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=rJ6TBeE0WZECYty5e73An4dxxcHbVLV1LChdUxILpIKseLFUYkfVCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2ficuctn.formed.org%2f


Wednesday, July 25, 2018 

We will discuss the future plans of 
our parish! 

This is the last week to sign up for  

Vacation Bible School!   

We will order supplies next week. 

¡Esta es la última semana para suscribirse  

la escuela Bíblica de Vacaciones!  

Pediremos suministros la próxima semana.  

If you know anyone who needs help with food  pick 
up a flyer in the Narthex! 

 
Si conoces a alguien que necesita ayuda con la 

comida, ¡recoge un volante en el Narthex!  

No Daily Mass  for  

June 25th—June 29th. 

Volunteers still needed on Monday July 2, 9, 

& 16 to help those in need to fill out  

applications for food.  Please call the 

church office if  you are able! 

 

Todavía se necesitan voluntarios el lunes 2, 

9 y 16 de julio para ayudar a quienes lo 

necesiten a llenar solicitudes de alimentos. 

Por favor llame a la oficina de la iglesia si 

puede!  



The Work of Destroying Evil and Suffering Evil 

The liturgical readings of June  

By ROGER KARBAN We frequently overlook the importance of 

Genesis 3:9- 15, the first reading proclaimed on the 10th Sunday 

of the Ordinary Time in Cycle B. It provides us with more than 

just an “etymological” reason for snakes living alone, crawling, 

eating dirt and being crushed by the Blessed Virgin. The passage 

was composed about 3,000 years ago by the “Yahwistic” author, 

the most insightful of the three Genesis sources; so insightful, a 

number of modern scholars believe it could actually have been 

written by a woman! But no matter the author’s gender, the 

theology it conveys is at the very heart of biblical faith. At this 

point of Genesis, the serpent (not yet the devil) is the symbol of 

evil. It has just brought sin into the world, and created a situa-

tion of “enmity” between itself and all human beings, represent-

ed by the woman’s “offspring.” The sacred author keenly de-

scribes the situation: “He (the offspring) will strike at your head, 

while you (the serpent) strike at his heel.” In other words, 

“Though you might succeed in stomping evil out of your life, the 

snake will still wound your heel in the process.” No one struggles 

with evil without being bitten by evil. This belief is exemplified in 

the next two “punishments.” According to the Genesis account, 

nothing is more fulfilling for women than being married and 

bearing children, yet each experiencecomes with pain. Likewise, 

nothing is more fulfilling for men than a hard day’s work, but it 

usually ends up producing just thorns and thistles. There is no 

such thing as “naked” good. Good typically arrives when some-

one is willing to suffer. If we don’t limp, we certainly haven’t 

eradicated any evil. Something essential to our faith can’t be left 

to whim. That is where the feast of the Body and Blood of Jesus 

comes in. Our ancestors in the faith presumed there must be 

formal ways to commit ourselves to carry through on such a 

task. Before the reforms of the Second Vatican Council were 

enacted, this feast had dwindled to just a commemoration of 

the risen Jesus’ body, under the form of bread. Though often an 

occasion for beautiful processions winding even outside the 

church building, Christ’s blood was an afterthought. Not only 

could just the priest receive from the cup, few of us had any idea 

of the biblical concept of blood. We simply regarded it as gory, a 

macabre symbol of death. Our sacred authors saw something 

different. For them, blood is life. It didn’t take our ancestors long 

to discover if you take the blood out of a living being, it ceases to 

live. Blood is the element which gives it life. Therefore, it had to 

be something sacred — something “other.” Jews were forbidden 

to touch it; just as we Catholics were once forbidden to touch 

the host. It is so holy, touching it would be sacrilegious. Even 

consuming food having blood in it would be sinful. But in spite of 

this, its life-giving properties made it a necessary element in all 

covenantmaking ceremonies. If entering into this specific agree-

ment didn’t create a better life for us, why would we do it? That 

is why in today’s first reading, Moses commands that the blood 

from the sacrificed animals be sprinkled on the people. It was 

not only an outward sign that they had made the covenant with 

Yahweh (just as wearing a wedding ring is an outward sign you 

have made a covenant with your spouse), it was also an outward 

sign of the life that covenant brings. Entering this Exodus cove-

nant with Yahweh is a formal way of saying, “I commit myself to 

stomping out the serpent, and enduring the pain that stomping 

brings.” No wonder the author of Psalm 116 encourages Jews to 

live up to that commitment even to the point of death. It now 

makes sense why the unknown writer of Hebrews compares the 

covenant blood of animals with the covenant blood of the Christ. 

He is the “mediator of a new covenant,” an agreement which 

guarantees us eternal life. By having Jesus’ first miracle in Mark’s 

Gospel be an exorcism, the evangelist tells us that Jesus wants 

his followers to join him in eradicating evil from our lives. It is 

part of our covenant with him. No wonder he mentions “the 

blood of the covenant” in his Last Supper pericope. Mark pre-

sumes that when we take the cup during the Eucharist we are 

telling ourselves and everyone else that we are determined to 

join the risen Jesus in getting rid of the evil around us. Drinking 

the blood of the risen Jesus isn’t for “extra credit.” It’s an essen-

tial element of our limping, Christian faith. What causes the 

limping? Both the epistle and Gospel for the 10th Sunday bring 

up the topic. Paul reminds his Corinthian community that part of 

the pain comes simply from the length of time we must engage 

in the conflict. What Paul originally thought would be a brief 

time between Jesus’ death/resurrection and his second coming 

has now stretched to almost 30 years. He must have winced a 

little when he referred to it as a “momentary light affliction.” 

The snake’s fangs had been buried in each one’s heel for much 

longer than anyone had anticipated. What triggers the actual 

pain? Mark tells us in our Gospel passage. No matter our inten-

tions, people will always misinterpret us, impute motives we 

don’t have, and even go so far as to claim the devil is behind our 

actions. The narrative begins with members of Jesus’ family — 

including his mother — setting out to “seize him, for they said, 

‘He is out of his mind.’” While they are on the  

way, Jesus is accused of driving out demons by employing a 

power supplied “by the prince of demons.” For some reason, 

Satan has given him the codes and passwords which empower 

him to exorcize possessed people, forcing Jesus to point out the 

obvious: A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. 

(Abraham Lincoln thought enough of this argument to make it 

the thesis of his second inaugural address.) How does one deal 

with someone who imputes an evil motive to a good action? 

Jesus simply calls a spade a spade, referring to such a prejudice 

as a sin against the Spirit, an unforgiveable sin. A sin, by the way, 

according to Pius X’s 1906 encyclical Vehementer Nos, only Cath-

olic popes, bishops and priests can commit; they alone have the 

obligation to tell us what is right and what is wrong. The docu-

ment says this about the laity: “The one duty of the multitude is 

to allow themselves to be led, and, like a docile flock, to follow 

the Pastors” (#8). A tremendous responsibility with tremendous 

consequences. This misunderstanding and misinterpretation of 

his attempts to rid his Galilean environment of evil eventually 

leads him to turn from depending on the anticipated approval of 

his family to seeking the support of complete strangers; anyone 

who “does the will of God.” How painful! If he just walked away 

from the evil he encountered, he would be pain free. He would-

n’t have had to start his prayer with, “Out of the depths I cry to 

you Yahweh” (Psalm 130:1). On the 11th Sunday in Ordinary 

Time, Paul hits the nail on the head, reminding his Corinthian 

community, “We walk by faith, not by sight.” Even when one 

struggles with evil, one rarely experiences tangible success. We 

believe we are on the right track, but we can’t be certain. Only a 

small “remnant” will ever have enough courage to join us in the 

snake-stomping. Even Ezekiel eventually discovered just a 

“tender shoot” from the crest of the cedar would “make the 

withered tree bloom.” Jesus of Nazareth met the same obstacle 

during his own ministry. None of his prophetic predecessors 

promised him headlines or the lead story on the evening news. 

No reporter thinks it is newsworthy to report on a farmer’s seed 

growing, nor track down the beginnings of a mustard bush. The 

results of the planting might eventually become evident, but 

rarely does the planter receive plaudits for starting the process. 

Southern Illinois University in Carbondale, Illinois, once conduct-

ed an in-depth study of people’s fears. The experts discovered 

the No. 1 fear humans have is the fear of being alone, more 

powerful than any other fear. Because other Christs are always 

walking by faith, they are almost always fighting evil alone. Their 

most acute, painful fear is realized. If they dare pray Psalm 92, 

they are thanking Yahweh from faith, not by sight. Exploring our 

struggle with evil, it is fortunate this month ends liturgically with 

the feast of John the Baptist’s birth. The first reading — Deutero-

Isaiah’s Second Song of the Suffering Servant — couldn’t be 

more appropriate. It is Scripture’s most insightful reflection on 

failure. After years of proclaiming Yahweh’s message, the proph-

et is finally forced to admit, “I thought I had toiled in vain, and 

for nothing, uselessly spent my strength.” In other words: I really 

screwed things up! The unexpected response rings in our ears: 

“My reward is with Yahweh, my recompense is with my God. For 

now Yahweh has spoken ... and I am made glorious in the sight 

of Yahweh, and my God is now my strength!” In spite of his fail-

ure, the prophet is rewarded. He gets a promotion. “It is too 

little,” Yahweh says, “for you to be my servant, to raise up the 

tribes of Jacob, and restore the survivors of Israel; I will make 

you a light to the nations that my salvation may reach to the 

ends of the earth.” Until now, he has just been a prophet to 

Jews; from here on, he will be a prophet to everyone who lives 

on this planet! The historical John the Baptizer parallels Deutero-

Isaiah’s failure experience. Though our second and third read-

ings present us with a “Christianized” John, historians provide us 

a different picture of this unique individual. As we discovered 

when the first five Dead Sea Scrolls were found in 1948, John 

most probably was a member of the Qumran community who 

produced these writings. He, along with these fringe Israelites, 

was waiting for Yahweh’s imminent arrival to rectify the evils 

that community had been forced to endure from generations of 

Jewish rulers. He proclaimed a morality that would hasten that 

arrival — a morality which eventually ran him afoul of Herod. I 

can imagine, being led to his execution with his life passing be-

fore his eyes, John presumed he was a total failure. His only 

hope might have been to pray Psalm 139, trusting Yahweh 

would probe him mercifully. Yet, the emergence of one of his 

disciples, Jesus of Nazareth, eventually created a brand-new per-

spective on his failed life. His pain was caused by his limited view 

of his evil-killing ministry. Like Deutero-Isaiah, he wasn’t consid-

ering the wider implications of what he was doing; A wideness 

he couldn’t have understood until his martyrdom brought him 

face to face with Yahweh. Those who are serious about leaving 

this world a better place than it was when they came into it, 

must also be serious about enduring the pain that mission en-

tails. The Yahwistic Genesis author knew what she was talking 

about. It isn’t a matter of either getting rid of evil or not getting 

rid of it. It is much more a matter of both getting rid of evil and 

suffering evil. Anyone want to apply? Roger Vermalen Karban is 

a priest of Belleville, Illinois and pastor-emeritus of Our Lady of 

Good Counsel Parish in Renault, Illinois. He holds a licenciate in 

theology from the Gregorian University in Rome and did Scrip-

ture studies at Saint Louis University. He currently teaches at 

Saint Louis University and Southwestern Illinois College  
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